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N. By Page 87. Line 31. read Two firft Articles. --- 
_ Line 33. read IT ARTICLE. --- 


And under this Third Article Mr. Robe goes on with it 
firft Inftance as follows --- 


s E was alfo convinced of his Inability to help him- 
‘ felf, and of his own want of Righteoufnefs, 
nd that he could never work out Righteoufnefs 
© forhimfelf. He fays further, That he was brought to fe 
* the Sufficiency of Chrift and his Righteoufnefs, and that He 
‘ was always ready (which are his own Words) if he could 
© buttruftin him. ae 
. § Seeing he had told me, that he had never infotm’d any 
© Perfon of his inward {piritual Diftrefs, until he got an 


‘ Outgate 5. I afked him, What it was that kept up his 


‘ Spirit under Fear; amd Trouble of Mind continuing fo 
$ long? He anfwered,, That when his, Heart was like to 
‘ burft in Prayer, that Word in the goth P/alm and 1ft Ver/e, 
‘ came conftantly in his Mind: / waited patzently for the 
§ Lotd, and he inclined unto me, and heard my Cry. _ And that 
* this encouraged him to wait for the Lord with Patience 
RM 8 thi ia cick ds cgi oe oats ' 
* His firft ReJief came after this Manner ; in the aa J 

# fot Prayer, to which be had joined himifelf; he inquired; 
| M ¢ What 
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What was the moft proper Exercife for a Perfon under 
Convictions ? It was anfwered unto him by a judicious 
Chriftian, That it was to behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the Sin of the World, which he eflay’d to do. 

© Upon the Sabbath after that, I gave the Marks of them 
who have Chrift form’d in them : fuch as having the Spirit 
ot Chrift, 1 ‘Zohn 3. 24. Saving Faith Eph. 3. 17. Devoting 
and dedicating ourfelves to the Lord. Rom. 6. 13. Imprefhi- 
ons anfwerable to the Mediatory A@tions of ‘fe/us Chri/f. 
Rom. vi. 4, 5, 6 Habitual Endeavour to imitate him. 
1 John ii. 6. Fervent Longings after a perfect Likenefs to 
him. Phil. iii. 8.--13. And Laffh, A high Valuation for 
the Word and Inftitutions of ‘fe/us Chrif?. He fays, That 
by the help of the Spirit he could apply them all to himfelf. 
And that during the publick Prayer after Sermon, he was in 
a Frame furprifing to himfelf : That his whole’ Heart and 
Affe€tions, went out in clofing with Jefus Chrift ; and that 
he was filled with rejoicing and wonder at his Love. 

« During that Nightand two Days after, he was much de- 
jected & caft down, for fear thatThings were not right with 
him ; and left it was not a real Work of Grace upon him. 
« He got out of this Plunge, by the third Ver/e of the /ixth 
Chapter of Hofea, brought to his Remembrance while hé 
wisretired. Then fhall we know if we follow cn to know the 
L rd: Hrs going forth is prepared as the Morning ; and he 
frill come unto us as the Rain, as the former and latter Rain 
upon the Earth. Tt was fome Days after that, e’re he could 
find thefe Words out. He was then filled with }Joy in the 
Lord and Wonder at his Love ; and thought he could do 
and fuffer any Thing for e/us Chrif?, who had done and 
fuffered fo much for him. He came to be fatisfied about 
the Truth of the Work of Grace upon him, and to be free 
from Doubts about his Intereft : Which he fays, continues 
in fome good Meafure with him, and that tho’ he is fomc- 
times dull, as he calls it ; yet he is not a Day to the End 
without fome reviving. 

‘ The above Relation was made me by the forefaid Perfon 
upon the 27th of AZay laft in my Clofet. His Converfation 
appears to all, who know him, to be fober, pious, and fuita~ 
bleto the Narrative given. 

‘ ThePerfon concerned in this Yournal,continues,byG race, 
this r6th of September to walk tenderly, and in every In- 
flance of Life as becometh a good Chriffian. We 








SCOTLAND. 


We now pafs on to 
AR TickbLeE WwW. 
Concerning them who cried out when they were awakened, or 
made Application to me from Time to Time, under their fpiri- 
tual Diftrefs ; but were mot under any bodily Affections. 
TT HEY are greatly miftaken, who imagine that all thofe 
who have been obfervably awakened in this or other 
Congregations have come under Faintings, Tremblings, or other 
bodily Diftreffes. ‘Thefe have been by far the fewe/f Numbcr. 
As far as I and others can judge they have mot been one to fix. 
Others have indeed cried out when their fpiritual Diftrefs came 
toa Height, and fome cried not out at ai] ; with whom not- 
withftanding their inward Diftrefs was fo great, as they were 
obliged to apply to me, and the Minifters to whofe Charge 
they belonged for Advice and Direétion. 

This Article gives Inftances of the/e two Sorts as they are 
diftinguifhed from the firft Sort mentioned. 

There was a great Variety in the Expreffions uttered by 
them who cried out in the Publick. Their different Out-cries 
were fuch as thefe. Jam undone! What fhalll do? Jf hat 
foall I do to be faved? Lord have Mercy upon nfe ! Oh alas ! 
O this unbelieving Heart of mine! Some crying out bitterly 
without uttering any Words. Others reftrained crying out 
while they were in Publick, who did it bitterly after they re- 
tired to their Homes, and Soenetiones i in their Way homew vard, 
and hereby gave no Difturbance to the publick preaching of 
the Word, as thofe diforderly Hearers (in the Judgment of the 
Ady erfasies to this blefled Work) gave to P. ter’s Sermon, ac- 
cording to the Hiftoryin the Second of the Acts. Tho’ indce 
I muft acknowledge, I wou’d be glad to “ difturbed eve ry 
Sermon I preach by the Out-cries of all the chriftlefS Perfons 
hearing me; if fo were the Will of God, to give them fuch a 
Sight of their Sin and Danger, as muft break out into imme- 
diate and undelayed Enquiries after the Way of rn Lit 
thofe that never faw their own miferable Condition in the 
Light of a clear and full Convition ; wonder to fee or hea: 
of others fo deeply diftrefled in Spirit, as to make fuch Out. 
cries; Ido not; becaufe, Iam fure /prritual Troubles do not 
exceed the Cau/e and Ground of them, let them be as ores 
and deep as they will. And if others have had the E Rect « 
Converfion, by the Power of God’s Spirit in a gentler War ; ; 
or, have had the Difcovery of the Remedy as foon as the Mi- 
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fery, which muft needs prevent a great Part of this Trouble ; 
let them not misjudge others, and fet themielves up as Stay- 
dards: Seeing that they are Strangers to the Doétrine of Con- 
verfion, and the Experiences of the Lord’s People, who know 
not that God’s Ways of working in this, are various, and dif- 
ferent as toCircumitances,tho’ producing the fameblefledE ffeét. 
Under this1V Article Mr. Robe gives diverfe Inftances alfo : 
One of which is as follows ; ; 

R. §. Firlt touched with Convictions upon the Lord’s 
Day May 16th. He heard Sermons upon the Vednefday at ¢ 
Kii/yth, and upon the Ghurfday at Kirkintilloch : But ftrug: 3 
gled with his Convictions until the faid Thur/day-Night, 
when he could hold po'longer ; but getting up from his Fa- 
ther’s Fire-fide, run out to the Fields, where he cried out 
violently under his Diftrefs. He came tome upon theMorn- 
ing of the 21ft of Aday, with great Out-cries. -He had a dif ¥ 
trefling Sight of particular Sins, fuch as Sabbath-breaking, 
Curfing, Swearing, evil Thoughts. He was grieved for Sin 
as an Offence againft God. Aad faid with great Larne/ine/;, 
he would give a thoufand Woylds for Chrift. 
~ May 24th, He faid, That he faw he had a vil; corrupt 
Nature, and the Evil of defpifing Chrift thro’ Unabelief, and 
(aid, He would not for all the World not have had this uncafy 
Sight of Sin, nor be freed from it, until he come to Chritt. 

June 8th, and roth, His fpiritual Diftrefs continuing, and 
complaining of the Hardnefs of his Heart, I endeavoured to in- } 
flruét him in the Nature of Faith, and the Way of Salvation 
by Jefus Chrift. 

‘June 17th, He faid, he was very uneafy in the Kirk upon 
Tuefday Evening, after he heard the valuable Mr. Whitefield 
preach that Day at Kil/fyth. He faid, That hisHeart warmed ’ 
to Jefus Chrift: Iafkedhim, Why? He anfwered, Becaufe 
of his Love to poor Sinners, and namely, to me the Chief of 
all Sinners. I enquired of him, If ig was accompanied with 
Hatred of Sin? He cried out, For having offended fuch a juft 
and holy God, and that he hated every Thing that was often- 
five tohim, He faid, That he had eflayed to clofe withChrift, 

| and that his very Heart warms when he {peaks of him. That, 
if this Word came home unto him, and runs continually in his { 
; 
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me Mind, Mat. 11. 28,29. Come unto me all ye that labour, and 
z | are heavy laden, and Iwill give you reft. Take my Yoke upon 
S you and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in Heart : And ye 
: | fhall find reft for your Souls. June 
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“tune 24, He faid, He was fomewhat eafier fince he was 
laft with me, and that he had endeavoured to clofe with a 
whole Chrift, and counts all Things but Lefs and Dung for 
the Excellency of the Knowledge of Jefus Chrift, and that he 
may win him, & thathe hath now an Inclination to Chrift,and 
that his Heart flutters in him like a Bird when he thinks of him. 
~ Fuly 34, He told me, That he is now well ; for Sabbath lait 
while a Reverend Minifter was {peaking of the Prodigal Son, 
and that his Father ran to meet him ; he thought with himfelf 
what a Prodigal he had been, and that CuristT Jzsus had 
come to him: He was filled with fuch a Senfe of it, that he 
was like to flee from the Seat where he was fitting. He faid, 
That he was filled with Love to Curis¥ from the Senfe of 
Chrift’sLove to him ; and that he had clofed with Chrift in all 
hisOffices, and laid the Strefs of his whole Salvation upon him, 
&s'c. He faid to me, Sir, many a Day [have hada light Heart 
in Sin, but now my Heart is light indeed, and my Love to 
Chrift every Day grows. 

Fuly 13th, He faid, That when he was at the Lord’s Table, 
to which he was admitted the laft Lord’s Day, he had the 
greateft Comfort in clofing with a whole Chrift in’ all his 
Offices, and his Heart warmed to him. He had large Views 
of what a vile Sinner he had been, and of the Wonders, 
Grace and Mercy had done for him, particularly in bringing 
him to hisholy Table. He /aid, he blefled the Lord with 
Heart and Soul, and Spirit, and all that was within him for 
Chrift, and what he had done for him ; and that he had Fears 
left he fhould fall away, and made Application to Jefus Chrift 
to keep him: And that it was a joyful Sight to him, when he 
faw the Bread broken, aSign of Chrift’s Body broken for him, 
which he believed, as alfo that his Blood was fhed for him. 


He given our piousReaders fome entertainingAccounts 

from SCOTLAND ; we now Return to the Chriftian 
Hiftory of New-ENGLAND, where we left it at the Begia- 
‘ning of Page77. And as There, we concluded our Accounts 
of the Power and Prevalence of Religion among the fir/tSettlers 
of New-England ; we now go on to our 

II GeneralHead, which is to reprefent ize great and lamented 
DECAY of RELIGION in the following Generations. 

And to help our Readers to a clearer View of this, we fhall 
firft communicate a fhort Hifforical Paragraph out of a Sea- 
mon not long fince Preached by theRev. Mr. Prince--as follows, 

* Thus 
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* Thus this wonderful Work of the Grace of God, begun 
« in England and bro’t over hither, was carried on while the 
* greater Part of the fir/? Generation lived, for about thirty 
* Years: And then the fecond Generation rifing up and grow- 
* ing thick on the Stage ; a little after 1660, there began to 
* appear a Decay: And this increafed to 1670, when it grew 
* very vifible and threatening, and was generally complained 
© of and bewailed bitterly by the Pious among them: And 
« yet much more to 1680, when but few of the firft Genera- 
€ tion remained.’ 

According to thefe Obfervations, our fir? Extraé? is from 
the aforefaid Election-Sermon of the excellent Mr. Stoughton 
in 1668. Page 16, &c. 

© O what a fad Metamorphofs hath there of later Years paffed 
“ upon us in thefe Churches and Plantations?---Alafs ! How 
© is New-Englandin danger this Day to be loft even in New- 
* England ? To be buried in itsown Ruins? How fadly 
€ may we lament it that // are wot Ifrael that are now f 
* Irae]? How is the good Grain diminifhed, and the Cha 
¢ increafed ? The firft Generation have been ripened Time 
* after Time, and the moft of them gathered in as Shocks of 
© Corn in their Seafon ; but we who rife up to tread out the 
« Footfteps of them that are gone before us, Alafs! What 
€ are we? Itisa fad Name to be ftiled Children that are Cor- 
© rupters ; but are we not indeed many of us corrupted, and 
¢ which is far worfe Corrupters ? How is our Wine mixed 
* with Water ? What Coolings and Abatements are there 
“ to be charged upon us in the Things that are good, and that 
« have been our Glory ? We have abated in our Efteem of 
« Ordinances, in our hungring and thirfting after the rich 
€ Provifions of the Houfe of God ; in our good Stomacks to 
¢ all that which is fet before us upon the Table of the Gofpel. 
© We have abated in our Love and Zeal, in our wife, tender 
< and faithful Management of that great Duty of mutual 
© Watchfulnefs and Reproof. 
© The Death and Removal of the Lord’s eminent Servants 
in one Rank and in another, this alfo hath manifefted the 
Lye in many of us. Whileft they lived,theirPiety andZeal, 
their Light and Life, their Counfels and Authority, their 
Examples and Awe kept us right, and drew us on in the 
Ways of God, to profefs and practife the beft Things ; but 
now that they are dead and gone, Ah how doth the Un- 
 € foundnefs, 


aneaeana 





— ————__ 
52 peer Ghar ara 





z cabal 
Sts ssitecnee Tikit sect 


ents: 














- a Oe 
‘anna cna tes 








in New-Encianp. — 95 
* foundnefs,the Rotténnefs andHypocrify of too many amongft 
« us make it felf known, as it was with ‘Foa/h after the Death 
© of Febojadah: 

2. Our next Account is from the Rev. Mr. Thomas Walley, 
Paftor of the Church of Chrift in Barnffable, and one of the 
moft eminent Minifters of this Land in his Time. It is in 
his Sermon preached before the General Court of PLlymouTu 
CoLony on Frine 1, 1669. being the Day of Eleétion of 
Magiftratés there, and publifhed by their Order in the fame 
Year. Page 11. ¢ Are we not this Day making Graves for 
* all our Bleffings and Comforts? Have we not Reafon to 
© expect that e’re long, our Mourners will“ go up and down 

and fay, How is New-EnGtanp fallen! The Land that 
was a Land of Holinefs, hath loft her Holinefs! That was a 
Land of Righteoufnefs, hath loft ber Righteoufnefs! That 
was a Land of Peace, hath loft ber Peace! That wasa Land 
of Liberty, is now in fore Bondage!’ 

3- Our next Account is from the Rev. Mr. Same! Dan- 
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forth, a pious and learned Minifter of Roxbury, in his Sermon 


preached before the General Court of the Mas$acuusets 
CoLtony on May 11. 1670. being the Day of Electron of 
Magiftrates --- in the following Words --- 

‘© Whether we have not ina great Meafure forgot our 
Frrand into the Wildernefs, is a folemn and ferious En- 
quiry. You have folemnly profeffed before God, Angels and 
Men, that the Caufe of your leaving your Country, Kin- 
dred and Father’s Houfes, and tranfporting your felves with 
your Wives, little Ones and Subftance over the vaft Ocean 
mto this howling Wildernefs, was your Liberty to walk in the 
Faith of the Gofpel with all good Confcience, according to 
the Order of the Gofpel, and your Enjoyment of the pure 
Worthip of God according to his Inftitution, without humane 
Mixtures and Impofitions. Now let us confider whether our 
ancient and primitive Affeétions'to the Lord Jefus his glori- 
ous Gofpel remain. Let us call to Remembrance the former 
Days, and confider, whether it was not then better with us 
than it is now. 

In our firft and beft Times the Kingdom of Heaven broke 
in upon us with a holy Violence, and every Man prefled into 
it. What mighty Efficacy and Power had the clear and faith- 
ful Difpenfation of the Gofpel upon your Hearts? How 
affectionately and zcaloufly did you entertain the Kingdom of 

God? 
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God? How careful were you, even all Sorts, young and old, 
high and low, to take hold of the Opportunities of your {piri- 
tual Good and Edification ? ordering your fecular Affairs fo 
as not fo interfere with your general Calling. How diligent 
and faithful in preparing your Hearts for the Reception of the 
Word ? laying apart all Flthinefs and fuperfluity of Naughti- 
nefs, that you might receive with Meeknefs the engrafted 
Word ; and purging out all Malice, Guile, Hypocrify, Envy, 
and all evil Speaking ; and, as new-born Babes, defiring the 
fincere Milk of the Word. How attentive in hearing the 
everlafting Gofpel ? Watching daily at the Gates of Wifdom, 
and waiting at the Pofts of her Doors ; that ye might find 
eternal Life, and obtain Favour of the Lord. te Day 
by Day in the Field of God’s Ordinances, even among the 
Sheaves, and gathering up handfuls, which the Lerd had let 
fall onPurpofe for you ; and at Night going Home, and beat- 
ing out what you had gleaned, by Meditation, Repetition and 
Conference. How painful in recolle€ting, repeating and dif- 
courfing what you heard ? Whetting the Word of God upon 
the Hearts of your Children, Servantsand Neighbours. How 
fervent in Prayer to God for his-Bleffing on the Seed fown ? 
© what an Efteem for Chrift’s faithful Ambafladors in thofe 
Days? How precious were they in your Eyes? Counting 
your felves happy in the Enjoyment of a pious, learned and 
orthodox Miniftry, What ardent Defires after Communion 
with Chrift in his Ordinances? , What Sollicitude to feek the 
Lord after the right Order? What fervent Zeal againft all 
Manner of Heterodoxies? What holy Endeavour to propa- 
gate Religion to your Childrenand Pofterity ? Charging them 
to know the God of their Fathers and ferve him with a per 
fect Heart ; publickly afferting and maintaining their Intereft 
in the Lord and in his holy Covenant, and zealoufly oppofing 
thofe that denied the fame. . 

Then had the Churches Reft and were edified ; walking ia 
the Fear of the Lord, and in the Comfort of the Holy Ghoft. 
O how your Faith grew exceedingly ! You proceeded from 
Faith to Faith, from a lefs to a greater Degree, growing up in 
him who is your Head ; and receiving Abundance of Graté 
and of the Gift of Righteoufnefs. O how your Love and 
Charity towards each other abounded! O what Comfort of 
Love ! what a holySympathy ! weeping with thofé that wept, 
and rejoicing with thofe that rejoiced.” 

{To b¢ contihued.) 

















